
Italian Sarcoma Group Scandinavian Sarcoma Group and
Bologna, Italy Oncologic Center, Lund, Sweden

ISG/SSG IV
An Italian – Scandinavian

treatment protocol for

high-risk Ewing´s family tumors

Date of activation June 1, 1999



ISG/SSG IV  Ewing´s family tumors – high-risk

2

Italian Sarcoma Group
Scandinavian Sarcoma Group
Bologna, Italy,
Oncologic Center, Lund, Sweden,

An Italian–Scandinavian treatment protocol for high–risk Ewing’s family
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The ISG/SSG IV trial is an Italian–Scandinavian joint, multicenter, and prospective study for the
evaluation of combination chemotherapy, surgery, radiotherapy and/or high-dose chemotherapy in
patients with high-risk Ewing’s family tumors. The study is not randomized and is open to specialized
cancer center in the ISG/SSG network, which fulfills all the protocol criteria and complies with the
other requirements for inclusion in the study.

All patients with high-risk Ewing’s family tumors, treated according to this program, must be
reported to the Scandinavian Sarcoma Group secretariat.

Prepared by the Joint Working Committee for the Italian and Scandinavian Sarcoma Groups.

Addendum to protocol

Guidelines for radiotherapy

Recent data from the Rizzoli institute has revealed that local relapses may occur also in patients
operated with wide/radical margins and with no viable tumor identified in the surgical specimen (Picci
tumor respons III). Review of the literature gives no evidence of an increased risk of radiation-
induced malignancies if total doses are less than 45 Gy.

The study committee will therefore recommends that the responsible radiotherapist should consider
to give radiotherapy also to this group of patients if radiotherapy is unlikely to seriously interfere with
post-operative healing; i.e. Such locations that reconstructive surgery is not done.

The general guidelines for radiotherapy will be as follows:

Radiotherapy is indicated:

1. After marginal surgery showing viable tumor in the surgical specimen, Picci tumor response grades
I and II

2. After intralesional surgery

3. In non-operable Ewing´s sarcoma

Radiotherapy is recommended:

1. After radical or wide operation, or a marginal resection if the surgical specimen shows no viable
tumor cells, Picci tumor response grade III and radiotherapy is unlikely to seriously interfere with
the post-operative healing.
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Amendment. December 2003 
 
Pegylated filgrastim is available.  
 
Therapeutic indication posology and method of administration is described below: 
 
Therapeutic indications 
 
Reduction in the duration of neutropenia and the incidence of febrile neutropenia in  
adult patients  above the age of 18 years treated with cytotoxic chemotherapy for 
malignancy  ( with the exception of chronic myeloid leukaemia and myelodysplastic 
syndromes). 
 
Posology and  method of administration 
 
One 6 mg dose (a single pre-filled syringe) of Neulasta is recommended for each 
chemotherapy cycle, administered as a subcutaneous injection approximately 24 hours 
following cytotoxic chemotherapy. There are insufficient data to recommend the use 
of Neulasta in children and adolescents under 18 years of age. 
 
Neulasta therapy should be initiated and supervised by physicians experienced in 
oncology and/or haematology. 
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